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« Prev: Write Your Novel Now!  
Blindness Awareness 

Keep the Blind in Mind all year around. 

October is Blindness Awareness Month (BAM) in New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Michigan, and 
Louisiana (so far). The initiative to declare October as an awareness month began when Rocco Fiorentino, 13, 
petitioned the Assembly of New Jersey to make the declaration. He was only 12 years old at the time! Fiorentino 
is blind and an acclaimed musician. 

“It is my goal to take this campaign across the country,” says Rocco, who is a good friend of mine. I’ve written 
other stories about Rocco and also about Helen Keller. Having a blindness awareness month and stories about 
blindness helps the sighted realize what the blind must face every day. This year’s slogan for Blindness 
Awareness Month was Keep The Blind in Mind. I like to do that all year. 

Recently, the Little Rock Foundation, which Rocco and his family started, held a fundraising walk dedicated to 
assisting and improving the lives of blind and visually impaired people. The walk took place in the woods at the 
YMCA Camp Matollionequay in Medford, New Jersey. 

The location allowed both the sighted and unsighted a sensual experience. Walkers could feel the warmth of the 
sun peaking through the trees and hear birds singing and a gentle waterfall cascading. They clomped over 
wooden bridges and could smell the earth and grass throughout the trek. 

“My whole family came out to participate in the walk for Blindness Awareness Month,” said 11-year-old Julia 
Elisen. “We had such a great time!” 

Some sighted walkers wore blindfolds as a challenge. They were guided by friends or used canes to experience what it’s like to be visually impaired. They gained even more 
appreciation for the challenges visually impaired people have to face every day. 

“I have to say it was scary,” said participant Amy Darlington. “I was afraid to take a step.” 

Even four-footed friends got involved, including seeing-eye dogs from Seeing Eye Puppies Raisings. Families were encouraged to bring along their pets and even provided 
bandanas for the dogs, which read “Leading the Way to Blindness Awareness Month one PAW at a time.” 

I asked Rocco how people can help promote the cause of blindness awareness. You can volunteer your time for one of the organizations events or programs, he said. You 
can also donate an item for auction or pledge money to directly impact Camp Little Rock, an amazing camp for blind and visually impaired kids. 

For more information on upcoming events or programs, visit www.tlrf.org or www.blindnessawarenessmonth.org. 

Keep The Blind in Mind all year around! 

—Danielle Azzolina 

PHOTO: Rocco Fiorentino on a walk to promote Blindness Awareness in New Jersey, October 2010. (Photo Courtesy The Little Rock Foundation) 

November 16, 2010 | Posted At: 03:31 PM | Author: Scholastic Editor | Category: KR: Danielle Azzolina , National News  
Comments 

 You can follow this conversation by subscribing to the comment feed for this post. 

Verify your Comment 

Previewing your Comment 

Posted by:  |   
This is only a preview. Your comment has not yet been posted. 

    
Your comment could not be posted. Error type:  
Your comment has been saved. Comments are moderated and will not appear until approved by the author. Post another comment  
The letters and numbers you entered did not match the image. Please try again. 
As a final step before posting your comment, enter the letters and numbers you see in the image below. This prevents automated programs from posting comments. 
Having trouble reading this image? View an alternate. 

 
  

   
Trackbacks 
TrackBack URL for this entry: 
http://www.typepad.com/services/trackback/6a00e54faaf86b88330134890868d8970c 
Listed below are links to weblogs that reference Blindness Awareness: 

Permalink 
Permalink URL for this entry: 
http://blogs.scholastic.com/kidspress/2010/11/blindness-awareness.html 

 Post    Edit  

 Continue 

Scholastic.com Book Wizard Student Activities Lesson Plans Teacher Store

Page 1 of 3Scholastic Kids Press Corps Blog: Blindness Awareness

Scholastic Kids Press Corps Blog: Blindness Awareness



Recent Posts 
Blindness Awareness  
Write Your Novel Now!  
The Fight for Women's Right to Vote  
A Blast From the Past Wins California  
A Grand Old Party in Georgia  
A Candidate's Daughter  
Too Close to Call  
Browse Archived Posts  
Categories 
2010 MID-TERM ELECTION  
2010 Winter Olympics  
2010 Youth Olympic Games  
Animals  
Books  
Culture  
Earth Day  
Editor Suzanne Freeman  
EDUCATION  
Entertainment  
Games  
Gulf Oil Spill  
H1N1 Virus  
Healthy Kids  
International News  
KR: Abigayle Lista  
KR: Alexandra Conway  
KR: Alexandra Zhang  
KR: Alexis Wiseman  
KR: Allie Sakowicz  
KR: Alysa Goethe  
KR: Andre Baker-Harris  
KR: Andrew Liang  
KR: Andrew Scarafile  
KR: Anjali Bhat  
KR: Anna Deluca-Mayne  
KR: Bailey Pownall  
KR: Caitlin Wardlow  
KR: Cecilia Gault  
KR: Charlotte Samson  
KR: Chloe Anello  
KR: Chloe Conway  
KR: Christian Snyder  
KR: Christopher Campbell  
KR: Daniel Wetter  
KR: Daniela Bond  
KR: Danielle Azzolina  
KR: Elizabeth Conway  
KR: Emma Hall  
KR: Erin Sheena  
KR: Gopa Praturi  
KR: Gowtham Balaji  
KR: Grace Choi  
KR: Grace McManus  
KR: Isabelle Quinn  
KR: Jacob Schroeder  
KR: Jacqueline Minogue  
KR: Jeremy Sutton  
KR: Jonas Hosmer  
KR: Jordan Kahrhoff  
KR: Joseph O'Connor  
KR: Kaj Lund Olsen  
KR: Kayla Gough  
KR: Kendra Perkins  
KR: Kenny Figueroa  
KR: Kiera Fobb  
KR: Leila Sachner  
KR: Liam Childers  
KR: Lily Haffey  
KR: Maria Ordoñez  
KR: Mariam El Hasan  
KR: Mason Pownall  
KR: Maya Kandell  
KR: Maya Williams  
KR: Miranda Rector  
KR: N'Naserri Carew-Johnson  
KR: Nick Berray  
KR: Sean Coffey  
KR: Shelby Fairleigh  
KR: Shelby Fallin  
KR: Susan Hepburn  
KR: Topanga McBride  
KR: Trinity Vogel  
Movies  
Music  
National News  
Reporting and Writing  
Science  
Sports  
Summer Reads  
SUMMER VACATIONS  
Technology  
TV  
Video  
Weather  
Women's History Month  
Kids Press Links 
Kids Press Corps Home  

Page 2 of 3Scholastic Kids Press Corps Blog: Blindness Awareness

Scholastic Kids Press Corps Blog: Blindness Awareness



Scholastic News Online  
Ink Splot 26  
Election 2008 First Person Reports  
Kids' Environmental Report Card  
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Scholastic Kids Press Corps Blog are strictly those of the author and do not reflect the opinions or endorsement of Scholastic, Inc. 

TM ® & © 2010-1996 Scholastic Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

PRIVACY POLICY Terms of Use Scholastic Inc. Customer Service About Scholastic Careers Investor Relations International Scholastic en Español

Page 3 of 3Scholastic Kids Press Corps Blog: Blindness Awareness

Scholastic Kids Press Corps Blog: Blindness Awareness


